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[Claims] 

[Claim 1] An input interface comprising a counter for counting pulses in two 
axis-directions generated by a rotary encoder, respectively, wherein the 
counter includes means for limiting a counting range in accordance with 
instruction input. 

[Claim 2] An input interface according to claim 1, a range of a window that 
appears last on a display screen is set in a counting range limited by the 
means for limiting in accordance with instruction input. 

[Claim 3] An input interface according to claim 2, wherein a virtual switch 
for invalidating the means for limiting is displayed on a part of the window. 

[Claim 4] An input interface according to claim 1, wherein instruction input 
is an operation of designating on a display screen by operating the rotary 
encoder and a click switch. 

[Claim 5] A screen control method for controlling an arrow appearing on a 
display screen in accordance with mouse input, wherein a movement range 
of the arrow is Umited to a partial region displayed as a pattern on the screen 
in accordance with instruction input from the mouse. 



1 



[Claim 6] A screen control method according to claim 5, wherein the partial 
region is a range of a window appearing last on the display screen. 
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METHOD 

(57) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To prevent the erroneous 
operation for window operation by providing a means, 
which limits the counting range of the pulse counter of 
a rotary encoder in accordance with indication input, 
not to move the arrow of a mouse to the outside of a 
selected window. 

SOLUTION: When a ball 2 Incorporated in a mouse 1 is 
rotated on a mouse pad, an X-axis rotary encoder 3 or 
a Y-axis rotary encoder 4 is rotated to generate a 
pulse. This pulse is inputted to an arrow position 
designation part 6. X-axis and Y-axis counters of the 
arrow position designation part 6 is provided with a 
count limiting circuit as the means which limits the 
counting range in accordance with indication input. The 
range of the window appearing last on the display 
picture is the counting range limited by the count 
limiting circuit. An arbitrary limited range can be set 
on the picture. Simultaneously with designation, a 
release button Stop is displayed somewhere in the 
limited range. 
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